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Air Guitar:
Essays on Art and Democracy

by Dave Hickey
A journey through the vernacular cultural land-
scape of the United States in the second half
of the twentieth century. Hickey speculates
on everything from jazz and rock-and-roll to
basketball and professional wrestling. The
emphasis in these twenty-three essays is on
the way “the arts” function in the drift of every-
day life, outside the venues of official culture.
Underlying Hickey’s writing is an abiding belief
that cultural life in a democracy can, and occa-
sionally does function in a democratic manner,
sustained by the whims of affection and the
commerce of opinion.
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