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Kite Runner
by: Kahled Hosseini

Amir and Hassan are childhood friends in the alleys and
orchards of Kabul in the sunny days before the invasion of
the Soviet army and Afghanistan’s decent into fanaticism.
Both motherless, they grow up as close as brothers, but
their fates, they know, are to be different. Amir’s father is a
wealthy merchant; Hassan’s father is his manservant. Amir
belongs to the ruling caste of Pashtuns, Hassan to the de-
spised Hazaras.

This fragile idyll is broken by the mounting ethnic, religious,
and political tensions that begin to tear Afghanistan apart.
An unspeakable assault on Hassan by a gang of local boys
tears the friends apart; Amir has witnessed his friend’s tor-
ment, but is too afraid to intercede. Plunged into self-loath-
ing, Amir conspires to have Hassan and his father turned
out of the household.

Compelling, heartrending, and etched with details of a his-
tory never before told in fiction, The Kite Runner is a story

of the ways in which we’re damned by our moral failures,
and of the extravagant cost of redemption.




