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The Motorcycle Diaries

by Ernesto Che Guevara
Che Guevara’s riotous riotous diaries charting his motorcycle
odyssey from Argentina through Chile and Peru ending finally in
Venezuela. There are the diaries written by Che Guevara dur-
ing his riotous motorcycle odyssey from Argentina through Chile
and Peru ending finally in Venezuela. Most of the journey was
undertaken on ‘La Poderosa’, the Powerful One: a 500cc Norton.
Che Guevara’s route is no political campaign: it is six months of
high drama and low comedy in which the main concerns of Che
and his travelling partner are where the next drink is coming from,
where the next bed is to be found and who might be around to
share it. For Che, it was a formative experience, and amidst the
humour and pathos of the tale, there are examples of his ideal-
ism and his solidarity with the poor and the oppressed. But it is
L Siiej e e (SRS IVISE far from being the diary of a militant, and sometimes very far from
being “political correct”. Instead, it is a record kept by an exuber-
ant, intelligent and observant 23-year-old, describing what might
have been the adventure of a lifetime - had his lifetime not turned
into a much greater adventure.
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