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The History of the Blues
             	       by Francis Davis
Since its origin in Mississippi before the turn of 
the century, the blues has been pronounced dead 
many times. Davis  assures us that it “rises up 
like Lazarus every ten years or so.” This book is a 
great starting place in understanding the continued 
appeal of this uniquely American music. Moving 
from its roots in field hollers, work songs, spiritu-
als, country reels, and Anglo-Scottish ballads to its 
present-day uses selling diet soda and laxatives, 
Davis profiles the major artists and the develop-
mental changes of the music. An extensive discog-
raphy and bibliography give ample resources for 
future exploration, while a “Blues Timeline” offers 
an at-a-glance overview of blues milestones in re-
lation to corresponding events in art and history. 
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